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Children in Bangladesh are vulnerable to being tortured, raped, killed, kidnapped, trafficked,
sexually abused; and being deprived and exploited. Those who are abused and exploited are
explicitly denied their rights to be safe from these practices under the Convention on the Rights
of the Child (CRC). 

To establish an abuse, exploitation and discrimination free society is the main mission of
Bangladesh Shishu Adhikar Forum (BSAF). In this backdrop, BSAF publishes the State of Child
Rights in Bangladesh every year highlighting the vulnerabilities of the children including: child
labor, child marriage, child sexual abuse, child pornography, child prostitution, child domestic
workers, street children, children with disability and other forms of vulnerabilities.  

I am very glad that, like previous years, Bangladesh Shishu Adhikar Forum is going to publish
State of Child Rights in Bangladesh-2018. This publication is an annual document of BSAF
which reflects the child rights situation in Bangladesh in the reporting year. 

This report analyzes Bangladesh’s progress towards fulfilling child rights in 2018. This report
reviews current situation of fatalities, child sexual abuses, child trafficking, missing and child
marriage in Bangladesh. We hope that this report will help child rights based national and
international organizations, government officials, researchers, academicians and students of
social sciences by providing ample data on child rights violation related issues in 2018. 

We are very much indebted to Terre des Hommes – Netherlands, Human Rights Programme
of United Nations Development Programme and Global March Against Child Labour for their
precious and continued support to BSAF and especially to this report. I express my heartfelt
gratitude to the Executive Board of BSAF for their guidance and inspiration. I acknowledge the
support with thanks that I received from our member NGOs in accomplishing this task. 

I deeply recognize the time, energy and contribution rendered by the researcher Prof. Dr.
Nazmuzzaman Bhuian to make this study more esteemed. I am thankful to the internee students
of 4th year Honours from different universities like Sabiha Zaman, Tabassum Bakhtair Abir, Tasnuva
Ahmed and Md. Masum Billah of State University of Bangladesh, Sumaya Aktar and Fatema Akter
of Daffodil International University and Arifa Shikder of Stamford University for their contribution in
newspapers scanning, clipping etc. which, actually made our effort little easier. They have done the
tremendous job. Finally, I must acknowledge the effort of my colleagues in BSAF secretariat to
coordinate the preparation and publication of the report. 

With sincere thanks to all.

Abdus Shahid Mahmood
Director, BSAF
April 2019
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Bangladesh Shishu Adhikar Forum (BSAF) is a national network of Non-Government

Organizations (NGOs) actively engaged in protection and promotion of child rights in

Bangladesh. It was formed and launched in 1990, following the ratification of the UN

Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) by Bangladesh in the same year.  BSAF

collects information and data from different newspaper and keeps track of child rights

violation to effectively monitor the overall national child rights situation. The forum

publishes report on the State of Child Rights in Bangladesh every year.

Bangladesh is likely to graduate from the category of Least Developed Countries (LDC)

in 2024, given that all the graduation criteria are met again in 2021. The economic

condition of the country is experiencing growth very positively, but the child rights

situation is not improving let alone seeing an end. Although, there are more than 25 laws

and ordinances for the protection of child rights, the implementation shows a grim

picture unfortunately. Being signatory to various international laws and under the

mandate of the supreme law of the Republic- the Constitution, it is mandatory that

required actions are taken for ensuring child right in the country.

The Government of Bangladesh is working sincerely with a view to achieving the

Sustainable Development Goals. The SDGs also promote child rights in their specific

targets. For example; aiming to reduce neonatal mortality to at least as low as 12 per

1,000 live births and under-5 mortality to at least as low as 25 per 1,000 live births

(Target 3.2); taking immediate and effective measures to eradicate forced labour, end

modern slavery and human trafficking and secure the prohibition and elimination of the

worst forms of child labour, including recruitment and use of child soldiers, and by 2025

end child labour in all its forms (Target 8.7); providing legal identity for all, including birth

registration (Target 16.9); ending abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all forms of violence

against and torture of children (Target 16.2). In reality, due to lack of undertaken

initiatives, children are confronted to various forms of abuse, torture, and even being

killed. Moreover, child labor is a grave problem in the country which is contradictory to

the existing labor laws.
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Overall child rights situation was not satisfactory in the reporting year. In 2018, incidents

of drowning, children suicide, and overall torture have sharply increased. 418 children

have been reportedly murdered or killed, which is 23.30%  higher than the previous year,

298 children have committed suicide in the year 2018. BSAF statistics noted constant

escalation in acid violence against children as compared to last few years. The incidents

of violence against children (VAC) and child safety issues have increased by 18.75%

whereas, 2354 unnatural deaths have taken place which is 37.66% higher than the

previous year in comparison. 

On the other hand, overall rate of sexual abuse, child kidnapping, missing and torture at

schools, are in the declining side. Sexual abuse and exploitations against children has

declined by 9.17%, however, overall child kidnapping, missing and rescue have increased

by 31.64%. In 2018 the number was 570, and in 2017 it was 433. According to the media

reports, issue of child marriage rate is lower by 43.79% and 58.45% than the years 2017

and 2016 respectively.

Recommendations from the child rights activists include strong child governance,

active coordination and partnership between different bodies, introducing a separate

directorate, adequate separate funding and a separate commission. Among the

recommendations on amending and enacting new or existing laws, emphasis has

been put on formulating removing the vagueness of the Child Marriage Restraint Act

2017, formulating rules for the same as well as formulating rules for the Children Act

2013.Stressed has been put on the follow-up on incidents of child rights violation

and adherence to the labor laws and the Domestic Workers Protection and Welfare

Policy 2015.
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Monitoring child rights condition is one of the key tasks of Bangladesh Shishu Adhikar Forum
(BSAF). Since its inception, BSAF has been gathering relevant information on the child rights
situations. BSAF screens the daily newspapers and create information bank in its own
information resource center. Through analysing these information, BSAF has been publishing a
yearly report titled ‘State of Child Rights in Bangladesh’  since 1997 which depicts the overall
child rights situation of the country of a particular year. In this backdrop, the present study has
acquired current data/statistics from BSAF Information Bank and analysed them to visualise the
overall situation and made a comparative analysis of the child rights situation in Bangladesh.

Objective of the Study

i. To acquire current data/statistics on different forms of child abuse and exploitations in Bangladesh.

ii. To visualize the overall situation and comparative analysis of child rights situation in Bangladesh.

iii. To create awareness and make the civil society as well as the government (particularly
the concerned ministries) more responsive about child rights in Bangladesh.

iv. To address the policy dilemma or obstacles in improving the livelihood of children in Bangladesh.

v. To make some recommendations to the government and civil society for protecting the
rights of the children in Bangladesh. 

Data Collection Technique

To collect the child rights violence related data of 2018, BSAF has scanned a total of fifteen
most circulated and influential newspapers of Bangladesh throughout the year. The
newspapers include: the daily Prothom Alo, the daily Kaler Kantho, the daily Jugantar, the
daily Somokal, the daily Ittefaq, the daily Songbad, the daily Manobjomin, the daily
Nayadiganta, the daily Bangladesh Protidin, the daily Amader Shomoy, The Daily Star, Dhaka
Tribune, New Age, the Independent and the Daily Sun. This report has used that information
bank of BSAF to calculate child abuse and exploitation related incidents.

1.1 Methodology Used

This report is a concoction of quantitative and quantitative method of research and includes
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both primary and secondary data. The quantity of child rights news coverage, information and
child safety security, violence against children from national daily newspapers of Bangladesh
have been assessed.

1.2 Quantitative Data Analysis

Newspaper monitoring data has been provided by BSAF. For quantitative data analysis, the
study has identified six different broad based areas of child rights violation such as: i.
Fatalities, ii. Sexual Abuse and Exploitation, iii.  Kidnapping, Missing and Rescue, iv. Physical
Abuse & Torture, v. Injuries, vi. Child Marriage and others.

i. Fatalities include death by drowning, death by road accidents, killing/murder (murder
after rape, murder after kidnapping, murder after missing, murder by cocktail bomb blast,
murder by political violence, murder of child domestic workers (CWD), murder by brutal
parents, and other undefined reasons), suicide, drowning, electrocution, death by fire,
death by lightning strikes, death by medical negligence, death by ill treatment, death of
new unknown baby, boat capsizing and other accidental deaths. 

ii. Sexual Abuse and Exploitation include rape, gang rape, disable child’s rape, attempt to
rape, sexual harassment and assault, killing after rape, suicide after rape, eve teasing,
wounding by perverts and victims of pornography.

iii. Abduction, Missing, Trafficking and Others include kidnapping, rescue after
kidnapping, murder after kidnapping, attempt to kidnap and prevention, missing, death
after missing, trafficking and rescue, theft of newborn baby, rescue of newborn baby after
theft, finding unknown baby, finding dead body of unknown newborn baby.

iv. Torture and Violence include physical torture at school, physical torture on child
domestic worker,  murder of child domestic worker, rape of child domestic worker,
suspicious death of  child domestic worker, acid violence, killing in political violence, injury
in political violence, torture/beating. 

v. Injuries include injury by road accidents, injury by fire, injury by electric shock, injury by
attempt to kill, injury by attempt to suicide and other accidental injuries (roof collapse,
falling from roof and others).

vi. Marriage includes rescue from child marriage, victim of child marriage.

1.3 Qualitative Data Collection

For an in-depth analysis of the issue, the study has assessed and evaluated the situation of
child rights through multiple interviews conducted. The interviewees were also selected by
BSAF. The study has employed a qualitative appropriate tool namely, Key Informant
Interview, for such data collection. Besides, the study has also conducted some case studies
to visualise the actual scenario of child rights’ violation.
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A total of 4,566 children have been confronted with six different types of violence and child

safety issues in 2018. In Bangladesh, the incidents of violence against children (VAC) and child

safety issues have increased by 18.75% than that of the last year. Incidents of 2354 unnatural

deaths have taken place which is 37.66% higher than the previous year in comparison.

Moreover, the extreme escalation of the number of child injuries which is 71.43% higher than

the last year, has stamped a great concern for the child rights activists. However, Child

Kidnapping, Missing and rescue increased by 31.64%. Sexual abuse and exploitation against

children decreased by 9.17%, lion share victims of these incidents were girls. 

Apart from this, physical torture and violence against children has slightly declined

(3.32%). And, a significant development is visible in case of prevention of child marriage.

According to the media reports, issue of child marriage is lower by 43.79% and 58.45%

than the years 2017 and 2016 respectively. The moot area for concern remains sexual

abuse and exploitation. In terms of other violations such as injuries, kidnapping, missing

and fatalities; there is still a long way to go in achieving something effective.
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SSLL CCaatteeggoorriieess ooff CChhiilldd RRiigghhttss VViioollaattiioonn 22001188 22001177 ++ //-- ((%%)) 

 
Total 4566 3845 18.75% 

1. Fatalities 2354 1710 37.66% 

2. Sexual  Abuse & Exploitation 812 894 -9.17% 

3. Kidnapping, Missing 570 433 31.64% 

4. Physical Torture & Violence 262 271 -3.32% 

5. Injuries 396 231 71.43% 

6. Child Marriage 172 306 -43.79% 
 

TTaabbllee 11:: CChhiilldd RRiigghhttss VViioollaattiioonnss iinn 22001188 



Fatality is the number one violence against children and children safety issues for both

boys and girls. Out of 2354 fatalities that took place in the year 2018, 418 children were

murdered or killed, 627 children were killed in road accidents and 606 children drowned.

Compared to year 2017 statistics, the percentages of these incidents in 2018 are higher

by 23.30%, 75.6% and 55% respectively. 

The table below demonstrates that drowning, road accident, killing and suicidal deaths

have been the top four reasons behind child fatality in 2018. Among the total fatality

cases of that year, road accident was the topmost reason while in the last year, it

secured the second position in the list.
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 TTyyppee ooff IInncciiddeenntt bbyy RRaannkk iinn 22001188 
NNuummbbeerr ooff 

IInncciiddeenntt iinn 22001188 
NNuummbbeerr ooff 

IInncciiddeennttIInn 22001177 ++//-- ((%%)) 

1. Road Accident 627 357 76% 

2. Drowning 606 391 55% 

3. Killed/Murdered 418 339 23.30% 

4. Suicide/Suspicious Death 298 213 39.91% 

5. Other Accidental Deaths 160 167 -4.19% 

6. Electrocuted 60 64 -6.25% 

7. Death by Lightning Strikes 80 49 63.27% 

8. Medical Negligence and Ill Treatment 46 35 31.43% 

9. Death by Fire 45 21 114.28% 

10. Death due to Food Poisoning 2 4 -50% 

11. Death by  Boat Capsize  7 31 -77.42% 

 
Table 2: Incidents of Child Fatalities in 2018 
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Unfortunately, in 2018, the number of child fatalities in the above-mentioned categories

has mostly been increased, having a declining trend only in case of accidental deaths and

electrocution. Moreover, three new categories have been identified namely, death by

fire, death due to food poisoning, and death by boat capsize. Also, the capital city—

Dhaka has the highest number of children causalities and other major cities also have the

upward tendency.

3.1 Death by Road Accident

Road accident has always been a burning issue in the context of child fatality. In 2018,

a total 627 children died in various types of road accidents which is 76% higher than the

last year. Such statistics is quite alarming, being the cause of highest number of child

fatality in the chart.  

Statistics of BSAF demonstrate that 357, 252 and 408 children died in different types of

road accidents across the country in the years of 2017, 2016 and 2015 respectively. Thus,

death toll in road accidents, which was the second major cause of child fatality in the 2017,

has topped the chart this year. 

Among 627 children, 397 were boys, 208 were girls and 22 children’s gender were not

mentioned. Moreover, statistics shows that 234 children have died between the ages of

13 to 18, 165 children from 7 to 12 aged group and 152 children from 1 to 6 aged group.
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Besides the gender and age based distribution of road accident, child life were in threat

almost throughout the year but a comparative analysis shows higher propensity during

the months of March to July.

A large victim of road accidents appears to be under the age category of 13-18 years old.

Also, compared to other cities, most incidents have taken place in Dhaka and

Chittagong. This can be due to the haphazardness of traffic situation in the two major

cities or the reckless driving of the vehicles. Recently, we noticed the large movement

on road safety addressing this issue.

The main victims are high school going children, as can be seen. The following steps can

be taken;

l Traffic rules can be strengthened near educational institutions. 

l Road safety infrastructures can be built near the educational institutions.

l There should be signs marked nearby educational institutions to alert the vehicles of

the location of educational institutions.

l Awareness programs for children can be organized. 

3.2 Drowning

In 2018, nearly 25.75% of total fatalities have occurred through drowning which were

55% higher than the last year.  Thus, unprecedented incidents of child drowning (count:

606) have taken place in Bangladesh, which was only 391 in number in 2017, 352 in

12 State of Child Rights in Bangladesh 2018

DDrroowwnniinngg of of CChhiillddrreenn by by AAggee
(1-6) (7-12) (13-18) Not Mentioned

12%

31%

48%

9%

(1-6) (7-12) (13-18) Not Mentione

12%

31%

48%

9%



2016, 423 in 2015, 165 in 2014 and 132 in 2013. Hence, child drowning has become one

of the most vulnerable areas for children.

In 2018, children between 1 to 6 years were more vulnerable in case of incidents like

water drowning being 68% of the total fatalities. 31% children were between the ages

of 7 and 12 years, 12% were 13 to 18 years old and 9% children’s age could not be

identified. Among the early aged (1-6 years) children, boys were more vulnerable than

girls being 53% of the total count. 
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Gender Not 
Mentioned

3%
Summer

Rainy season
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Late Autumn

Winter

Spring

19%
11%

8%

19% 40%53%37%

10%

Additionally, 40% of total

drowning took place in the

mid-June to mid-August, that

is, during rainy season.

However, in summer and

autumn the number of

drowning decreased to 19%.

Highest 165 number of children

were drowned in July 2018

whereas just 7 children were

drowned in December 2018.

1. Dhaka 40

2. Naraynganj 26

3. Brahmanbaria 24

4. Pabna 22

5. Chandpur 21

Top 5 District

with Highest

Causality in

Drowning:



The incidence of drowning is highest during the rainy season. In rural areas, this can be

attributed to drowning in flood water. In the capital, many children drowns in the rivers

like Buriganga, Shitalakhya, Turag and Dhaleshwari. However, the proximity of water

bodies to the household is also a primary cause behind drowning. Children play in the

inflated rivers, canals, ponds, ditches and other water bodies; when the busy parents do

not watch or monitor their children’s activity such misfortunate incidents of drowning

take place. ‘Three quarters of all child drowning take place in water less than 20 metres

from the house, while the youngest ones usually die in water less than 10 metres away’,

studies suggest. Some incidences are seen during full and blue moon the waters rise,

and because of the tidal surges.

Creating social awareness, giving training on how to swim and installing bamboo-made

fences around the ponds, have been suggested by UNICEF in a survey to prevent

drowning. The suggestions include;

l Prioritizing drowning prevention and risk reduction strategies. Building policy,

legislation and standards that reduce drowning

l Taking actions to raise the profile of drowning prevention. Building drowning

prevention focused capacity across sectors as well as promoting community

drowning prevention resilience.

l Strengthening standards specific to the varying aspects of drowning prevention in

different development settings. Establishing drowning prevention focused

partnerships and fostering multisectoral collaboration.

l Establishing drowning as an issue in national and international health and

development agendas. Increasing the scale and scope of intervention program.

l Increasing and mobilizing funds and other resources.

l Stimulating research for drowning and further design and test interventions. 

l Ensuring evidence supports responsive, adaptive and effective interventions.

l Creating drowning safe homes, communities and environments.

l Promoting universal survival swimming and drowning prevention education.

3.3 Child Murdered/Killed

Total 418 children have been murdered/killed in the year of 2018, which is 23.30%

higher than the previous year. Like 2017, child murder by parents was also a prime

concern in 2018 and has increased by 6%.  Such a scenario has created an alarming

apprehension for child rights protection and their safety.
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2018 Y 2017Y 2016Y 2015Y

418 339 265 292

53 50 64 40

CChhiilldd MMuurrddeerr 22001188 -- 22001155
Murdered by Perpetrators Murdered by Parents

Brief Fact:

A 15-years-old Secondary School Certificate (SSC) examinee, Rodeela

Sharmin, was hacked by her neighbor Sohel due to refusal of love proposal.

Sharmin's father had died few years before and left her a younger brother

and an aged mother.  Her families entirely depend upon her mother's

income as a house servant. Two days before the date of the occurrence

Shoel threatened to kill her if she did not respond to his love. Finally, on

27th November, 2018, Sharmin was attacked near Gopalbagh railway line

at around 3:30 pm. As a result of the attack, she died on the spot.

Action: 

Sohail was immediately captured by the people and handed over to the

police.

Case
Study-1



According to BSAF statistics assembled from newspaper reports, total 418 cases of

child murder took place in 2018, which includes murder after kidnapping, murder after

rape, killed by parents and also those who were beaten to death. A total 53 children

were killed by their parents (26 boys, 26 girls and 1 of unidentified gender), among which

highest 11 incidents happened in the month of June They were mostly (nearly 70%)

between the ages of 1 to 6 years. Highest number of killing has taken place in Dhaka

and Naraynganj respectively, reaching 8 and 7 children in number. 

Apart from that, 81 children were found dead after missing, 3 were killed in political

violence and 2 were killed in cocktail bomb blast during 2018.

Among the 418 murdered children, 59% were boys, 38% were girls and 3% were

unidentified or not mentioned by the gender. The highest number of child murder was

from the age group of 13 to 18 years, constituting 47% of total child murder.  Besides,

murder of 61 children took place in Dhaka, 27 in Naraynganj, 19 in Chattogram 19 in

Gazipur, 14 in Mymensingh.
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Total Incident 
Nill

1-4

5-10

11-15
15+

CHILD MURDER

A geographical representation of the child murder incidents is presented in the following map:-
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The statistics show that girls are not leading as victim to child murder. This is pleasant

as well as positive to assume that children are killed or murdered less because of their

gender. That being said, boy-children are often falsely blamed of theft and murdered

after being beaten mercilessly. Few such incidents have also been publicized through

the social media in recent years. Also, Children must be protected from family conflicts.

They suffer and pay with their lives because of their parents’ marriage failure. In an

interview, Bangladesh Police has observed that lack of tolerance and also breakdown in

the family values are often responsible for such incidents.

Another cause of child murder is political violence. It should be noted that, the use of

children in political activities has not stopped till date. Even, children are also being

involved in teenage gang activities in some corners of the country. These should be

addressed with due care.

3.4 Suicide/Suspicious Death

Geographically, suicide tendency was visible mostly among the children from Dhaka

district (count: 38) followed by two neighboring districts namely Gazipur district (count:

12) and Naraynganj district (count: 10).
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Total Incident 
Nill

1-4

5-10

11-15
15+

CHILD SUICIDE

A geographical representation of the suicide incidents is presented in the following map:-
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298 children have committed suicide in 2018 which was 106% higher than the year of 2015.

Moreover, there were incidents of suicide/suspicious death which were 10 in number.

However, occurrences of suicide rapidly increased in children from 2014 to 2015 and

then there was a dip in the year of 2016. But 2018 has seen a sudden rise in the number

which ultimately reached the peak of 298 children. 72% of such unfortunate children

were girls, while 71% children were between the ages of 13 to 18 and 30% of them

were just completing their Secondary School Certificate (SSC) examination.
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The total rate of suicide among children increased by 12% in 2018 compared to 2017.

Though the gravity of life taking tendency was prevalent throughout the year, the

number was significant particularly in February (count: 34 and May (count: 37), July

(count: 31) and November (count: 29).

The months with significant suicide rate and the age group of the children establish a

visible relation between the SSC results announced in May, 2018; HSC results in July

2018, and the incidents of suicide. Also, the number of children’s suicide is reportedly

higher since most of the incidents in rural areas go unreported. It can be investigated

how big a role child marriage plays indirectly in child suicide rate apart from the incidents

of suicide involving academic results. The scenario shows how the female children are

psychologically under pressure due to academic results. There should be proper and

active counselling facilities for the students and emphasis should be given to girls

separately as the report presents the female group more vulnerable to suicide.

Both the teachers and parents should be intimated that everyone does not possess same

level of emotional capacity and should be treated in different ways. The involved persons

can be trained to be more considerate as well as on the proper way to approach children. 

3.5. Other Accidental Deaths 

The heading has encompassed varieties of incidents which were not covered by the

specific causes mentioned in the above chart, for example, children died from train

accident, being fallen from tree or roof, while playing etc. In 2018, a total 160 children

died by various incidents which is, however, 4% lower than the year of 2017. 

Children are deprived of proper care while the parents are at work or busy with other

chores. In slums or remote rural regions and in disadvantaged minority communities,

most parents bear very limited knowledge on child care and rearing. As a result, many

children die in accidents. The parents or the guardians of children should be more

concerned about the whereabouts of their progenies or children. The elders should be

more protective about the children.
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Fact in Brief:

A group of perverted school teachers from Bindu Basini Government

School in Tangail established a syndicate to harass their female students

inside and outside their institution.  There was special allegation against

Saidur Rahman and his gang that they had been making a lot of illicit

suggestions to many of the female students for a long time.

Furthermore, the girls were forced to admit into their private coaching

and those who denied to get admitted there were threatened to physical

and mental torture. Students had informed the school headmaster

Mamun Talukder several times of such acts but the headmaster did not

take any action and rather threatened to expel the students. 

Action:

As a result, students of the school took out a protest rally on the premises.

Thereafter the concern authorities took action against Saidur Rahman. He

has been dismissed on the students' demand. Finally, an executive

magistrate has passed one year imprisonment against Saidur Rahman.  

Case
Study-2
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In 2018, overall rate of sexual abuse and exploitations against children has slightly

declined, specifically by 9.17% than the previous year. According to newspaper reports,

total 812 children were maltreated by at least ten different means of sexuality in 2018

whereas 894 and 686 children were the victim of sexual abuse and exploitations in the

year of 2017 and 2016, respectively. 

Ain o Salish Kendra (ASK) shared that children are also involved in violence among

themselves. This is something to pay proper attention to with proper initiatives taken for

awareness and law enacting.

The ratio of total child rape (which includes gang rape, murder after rape, and also

suicide after rape) has dropped near about 4% than the last year. A number of 571

children were raped in 2018 with an average of 48 children raped per months, which

were 49 in 2017 and 37 in 2016.  Though the numbers of raped children have decreased

partially than the last year, the number of gang rape and murder after rape has showed

upward tendency by 34% and 173% compared to previous year.
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Table 3: Incidents of Sexual Abuse and Exploitations in 2018Table 3: Incidents of Sexual Abuse and Exploitations in 2018

SSLL TTyyppee ooff IInncciiddeennttss 22001188 22001177 
++//-- ((%%)) 

 

1 Rape (total) 571 593 -4% 

2 Gang Rape 94 70 34%  

3 Rape of disable child 28 44 -36% 

4 Murder After Rape 60 22 173%  

5 Suicide After Rape 6 7 -14% 

6 CDW Rape 5 7 -28% 

6 Attempt to Rape 96 72 33%  

7 Eve Teasing 43 51 -16% 

8 Sexual Harassment 87 90 -3% 

9 Victim of Pornography 15 26 -42%  

10 Wounded/Beaten by Perverts 18 35 -48.57% 

 



Amongst the total child rape in 2018, 94 children were gang raped, 60 children were

murdered after rape, 28 disable children were raped and 6 committed suicide after rape.

Despite the downward inclination a notable upsurge had happened in the cases of victim

of pornography and attempt to rape by 42% and 33% respectively in 2018 compared to

2017. 

In around 39% cases, age of the victim remains unidentified. Among the rest, 10% was

aged between 1 to 6years, 23% between 7 to 12 years and remaining 28% was aged

between 13 to18 years. 

On the other hand, 7.13% perpetrators were under the age of 18. Whereas, 30.52%

perpetrators were between the age group of 18-30, perpetrators between the age group

31-45 years were 13.12%. Almost 7% perpetrators were above the age of 45 years. In

total, 46% perpetrators were aged between 18 to 45 years and above. The age of the

50.78% perpetrators remained unidentified. 
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Although, children aged between 4 to18 years were all vulnerable, children aged

between 7 to12 and 13 to 28 appear to be at high risk of such violence. Usually, children

aged 1to 6 and 7 to 12 were raped by taking them at a quiet place, either by creating

temptation through chocolates, toys or any fancy items or by using force while they

were alone at home. On the other hand, children in the category of 13 to18 years of age

were raped either by creating temptation of marriage or by using force due to refusal of

love/marriage or their loneliness in a quiet place. It may be noticed that most of the

perpetrators of rape were either family members or neighbors.
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Fact:

The victim was a 14 year-old-schoolgirl (her name is suppressed to

maintain anonymity) and accompanied by an aged grandmother when

she was admitted to a ward at the hospital a few days ago at the Ward

No 8 in the Sylhet MAG Osmani Medical College Hospital. Near about

3.00 am, on 15th July 2018, the victim went to the adjacent Ward No. 7

for understanding her grandmother's prescription. Finding her alone, the

medical intern Mahtab Majbub Mahin took this opportunity, he dragged

and forced the victim to enter into his room and subsequently raped her.

And later on, Dr. Mahtab threatened the victim not to disclose the

incident.    

Action:

In the morning of the same day, the victim explained the incident to her

parents. Afterwards, the hospital director Brigadier General AKM

Mahbubul Haq was informed by the victim's parents; the nearest police

station was informed too. An FIR was lodged and later on victim was

sent to a One Stop Crisis Centre (OCC). As a result the accused Dr.

Mahtab was arrested by the police and hospital authority formed a five

member probe committee headed by the professor Dr. NK Sinha, Dept.

of ENT of the same hospital.

Case
Study-3



Total Incident 
Nill

1-4

5-10

11-15
15+

CHILD RAPE

A geographical representation of the rape incidents has been presented in the following map:-
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MAP 3: Geographical Representation of 

Rape Incidents



Geographically, highest number of rape has been reported from Dhaka districts (11.38%,

count: 65), followed by Chattogram (6%, count: 34), Narayangonj (5.60%, count:  32),

Tangail (3.32, count: 19) Gazipur and Jessore (3.15%, count: 18), Khulna and Gaibandha

(2.80%, count 16) and Barisal and Sylhet (2.62%, count 15). Thus, Dhaka Chattogram

Narayangonj, Tangail, Gazipur and Jessore were the highly hazardous districts in

Bangladesh comprising nearly 29% of the total reported child rapes in 2018.

The children are being left with a long-term effect on their minds and psychology after

being subject to any kind of sexual abuse. This should be treated with utmost gravity.

Particularly, the heinous act of children being raped by their relatives or teachers has

become an unexpectedly regular occurrence in recent years. 

The actual cause behind such depravation must be identified. The lack of impactful sex-

education or awareness can work as a cause behind sexual exploitation of children. The

perpetrators may target victims who cannot speak for themselves. Due to the absence

of awareness and social stigma, our children may not even realize when they fall prey to

the monstrous violators. The relationship with the victim and perpetrator denotes that

close persons tend to take benefit of the innocence of children. If given thought into this

matter, we can see that mainly the family members or teachers are involved in sexual

abuse of children.
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Overall child kidnapping, missing and theft incidents have decreased by 11.54%

compared to the last year. 
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Child Kidnapping,
Missing, Trafficking
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Chapter
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Table 4: Incident of Child Kidnapping, Missing, Trafficking and Others in 2018Table 4: Incident of Child Kidnapping, Missing, Trafficking and Others in 2018
 

SSLL TTyyppee ooff IInncciiddeenntt 22001188 22001177 ++//-- %% 22001188 22001166 ++//-- %% 

1 Kidnapped 150 177 -27 -15% 150 183 -33 -18% 

2 Rescued after Kidnapping 136 98 +38 39%  136 131 +5 4%  

3 Murder after Kidnapping 31 26 +5 19%  31 17 +14 82%  

4 
Attempt to Kidnap 
and Prevented 

7 14 -7 -50% 7 24 -17 -71% 

5 Missing 233 188 +45 24%  233 133 +100 75%  

6 Found Dead after Missing 81 75 +6 8%  81 47 +34 %72  

7 Trafficking and Rescued 32 25 +7 28  32 60 -28 -47% 

8 Theft of Newborn Baby 4 12 -8 -66% 4 8 -4 -50% 

9 Rescued Newborn Baby 
after Theft 

6 5 +1 16%  6 3 +3 -100% 

10 Unknown Baby Found 16 17 -1 -4% 16 9 -7 -78% 

11 
Dead Body of Unknown 
Newborn Baby Found 

39 24 +15 62%  39 28 +11 39%  
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Among these, the incidents relating to kidnapping, attempt to kidnap and its prevention

consistently declined to 27% and 7% respectively in 2018, and 2017. The other two sub-

compartments namely rescue after kidnapping and murder after kidnapping gradually

climbed by 38% and 5% compared to the following year.

Girls specifically aged between 13 to 18 years were in a more vulnerable state than the

boys. On the contrary, the rate of murder after kidnapping is three times higher in case

of boys than the girls. The children from urban and suburban area are specifically

affected by this crime. It also stated that total 150 children were kidnaped, among them

78 were girls and 64 were boys. 21 boys and 10 girls out of 31 children were murdered

after kidnapping in the year of 2018.

Besides, the incidents of missing children and children found murdered after being

missing have increased respectively 24% and 8% in 2018 as compared to the previous

year. A total of 314 children were missing in 2018, among them 81 children were found

dead after being missing. The whereabouts of the rest of the missing children is surely

a matter of concern, as the rescue side of missing children is very poor. They may have

been subjected to sex trafficking within the country and to forced labour. In most cases

of missing and found murdered, children became easy target of revenge and were killed
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due to rivalry with family members, previous antagonism between families and for being

a witness to extra marital affairs or any other criminal offence.

The reporting of rescue while/after trafficking has also increased in 2018. Although total

number of trafficked children is unknown, newspaper reports suggest that a total of 32

children have been rescued in 2018, which is near about 28% higher than 2017.  

In 2018, the incident of newborn baby theft diminished enormously (66%) but in

comparison, rescue side increased slightly (16%) than the previous year. The incidents

of dead body of unknown newborn also increased in 2018. According to BSAF reports,

a total of 39 dead bodies of unknown children were found in 2018 and most of them

were newborn babies.

It should be pursued if murder after kidnap cases were legally continued and the

perpetrators were held accountable. Whether there was a ransom demanded or there

was any other causes should be looked into. Why the law enforcement agency failed in

rescuing the kidnapped children must be investigated.

Children from urban and suburban area, specifically Dhaka, Gazipur, Naraynganj and

Chattogram, were more targeted than the children of other areas in Bangladesh.  
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CHILD KIDNAPPING

A geographical representation of the kidnaping incidents has been presented in the

following map.
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MAP 4: Geographical Representation of

Kidnapping Incidents



Besides, the incidents of missing children and children found murdered after being

missing has increased respectively 24% and 8% in 2018 as compared to the previous

year. A total of 314 children were missing in 2018, among them 81 children were found

dead after being missing.

The whereabouts of the rest of the missing children is surely a matter of concern, as the

rescue side of missing children is very poor. They may have been subjected to sex

trafficking within the country and to forced labour. In most cases of missing and found

murdered, children became easy target of revenge and were killed due to rivalry with

family members, previous antagonism between families and for being a witness to extra

marital affairs or any other criminal offence.
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CHILD MISSING

A geographical representation of the missing incidents has been shown in the following map:-
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MAP 5: Geographical Representation of

Missing Incidents



The reporting of rescue while/after trafficking has also increased in 2018. Although total

number of trafficked children is unknown, newspaper reports suggest that a total of 32

children have been rescued in 2018, which is near about 28% higher than 2017.  

In 2018, the incident of newborn baby theft diminished enormously (66%) but in

comparison, rescue side increased slightly (16%) than the previous year. The incidents

of dead body of unknown newborn also increased in 2018. According to BSAF reports,

a total of 39 dead bodies of unknown children were found in 2018 and most of them

were newborn babies. 
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Despite the ruling on the prohibition of all kinds of corporal torture against children at the

educational institutions by the Bangladesh High Court playing a pivotal role for

diminishing the children’s torture in the academia, the number of physical torture or

beaten ruthlessly in others places have been mounting than the year of 2017. As per the

statistics of 2018, 89 children were tortured at their schools, the number was 24% lower

than the year of 2017, and 66% lower than 2016. Last of all, in 2018, torture on CDW

has gradually escalated by 14% than the last year.  

Acid violence against children has constantly escalating to 4, 9 and finally 12 respectively

in the years 2016, 2017 and 2018. Moreover, torture by brutal parents has increased by

66:67% compared to the year of 2017. 
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Chapter

6
Physical Torture

and Violence  

                                                                     

SSLL TTyyppee ooff IInncciiddeennttss 22001188 22001177 ++//--((%%)) 22001177 22001166 ++//--((%%)) 

1 Physical Tortured at School 89 118 -24% 118 263 -55% 

2 Torture on Child Domestic 
Worker 

16 14 14% 14 14 0% 

3 Acid Violence 12 9 33% 9 4 125% 

4. Torture/Beaten 139 66 110% 66 106 -38% 

5 Torture by Brutal Parents 10 6 66.67% 6 9 -66.67% 

Table 5: Incident of Child Torture and Violence in 2018Table 5: Incident of Child Torture and Violence in 2018
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Fact in Brief:

Priyanka Akhter a 6 years old girl child domestic worker (CDW) was

struggling to survive in the Feni Central Hospital. Priyanka was an orphan

and fostered by one Shahana Akhter who was working in the film

industry, often acting in supporting roles in movies. Though the victim had

been adopted as a foster child, she used to torture the child on a regular

basis, said the foster mother Shahana Akhter. Finally, on the day of 24th

October, 2018, she was brutally beaten with a stick and at one point

pouring hot water or oil on her, kicked her out from the house of the

accused. She was discovered by one of the neighbors of Johora Akter and

admitted to the hospital. Her kidneys were affected as a result of multiple

burn injuries and the condition of the child was not stable, said Fouzul

Kabir, a doctor in the emergency department in Feni Central Hospital. 

Action: 

The Feni police arrested Shahana Akter and she deliberately confessed

all the incidents against Priyanka Akhter. 

Case
Study-4



In 2018, a total 396 children got injured in different incidents, whereas 231 children in

2017, and 209 children in 2016 were injured. This refers to almost 71.43%  and 101%

higher status in contrary to the last year and the year before that respectively.

Notably, more than one fourth of the children injuries took place under the heading of
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miscellaneous accidental injuries which include injured by cocktail, injured by bomb

blast, injured by terrorist attack, injured by ill treatment, injured by water vessel

accidents and finally, injured in different accidents.

BSAF stated that children are more susceptible in cases of road accident and attempt to

murder by the perpetrators. However, almost all sub-areas under the heading of

incidents of child injuries have increased constantly. On top of that, road accidents

(increased by 55%), attempt to murder (increased by 327%) and injured by lightning

strikes (increased by 900%) reached an alarming situation. 

As deduced from the numbers, corporal punishment on the children has decreased, with

different forums and bodies playing active role in this matter. The order of the court and

the sincerity of National Human Right Commission can be noted with appreciation.

Proportion of children aged 1–17 years who experienced any physical punishment and/or

psychological aggression by caregivers is a SDG indicator as well.
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Child marriage is considered as one of the wide-ranging problems in Bangladesh. Its

adversity has affected from child education to childrens’ human rights. However, the

modest decreasing number of child marriage victims has shown glimmer of hopes and
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expectations.  In 2018, only 38 children were reported as a victim of child marriage

which was 42% and 63% lower than the year of 2017 and 2016 respectively. On the

other hand, children rescued from marriages, a subarea of child marriage, were

moderately fluctuating. The 37% rate of children rescued from marriage increased in

2017 than in 2016, but the number decreased in 2018 as compared to 2017.  Under this

category, rural children were more vulnerable than urban children particularly poorer

section of this society.

Another common phenomenon has revealed that most of the victims were dropout just

getting after marriage. Apart from all the disparities, a collective effort from the different

government compartments, NGO’s to individual initiatives e.g. the ten-grade student

Sharim Akter considered as the symbol of protest can bring in positive changes.

However, it still demands significant development to eliminate child marriage in

Bangladesh. 

The decrease in child marriage can be regarded as an aftermath of the Child Marriage

Restraint Act 2017. However, it cannot be regarded as something positive with absolute

certainty only based on numbers. The leniency provided by the new law in terms of

marriageable age can be a cause behind the apparent decline which does not represent

the termination of child marriage. Also, the unreported number of child marriage must

be taken into account.
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In the reporting period, BSAF has accomplished several consultations with relevant

stakeholders on child rights situations during which several way forwards were realized.

Besides, the study has assessed and evaluated the situation of child rights through

multiple interviews conducted where the interviewees also put forward some

suggestions for improving the child rights situations in Bangladesh. Accordingly, the

issue specific recommendations may be stated as follows:-

Child Rights Governance

For the protection of child rights in Bangladesh, the better child rights governance is a

sine qua non. The following recommendations can be placed as a means to

strengthening the child rights governance in the country.

l There should be larger scale program instead of short term program to minimize the

violations of child rights.

l A separate Directorate for children can be introduced for the fruitful realisation of

Child Rights. It should be ensured that sufficient manpower, technical support and

financial resources are provided to the Directorate. 

l Even with the lapse of six long years the formulation of Rules for the full implication

and implementation of Children Act-2013 has not seen any progress. The Rules

should be set with due diligence and with necessary urgency. 

l A separate commission for child rights has been much talked about over the years

and has been proposed by the child rights activists times over and again Government

should immediately set up a Child Rights Commission in Bangladesh with specific

and confined objects of protection and promotion of child rights.

l Bangladesh ratified the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child

(UNCRC) in 1990. The Government of Bangladesh has attempted to implement and

apply the principles and provision of the UNCRC, but they should consider the issue

of withdrawal of reservations to Article 21 on child adoption as well. Bangladesh
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should also ratify the Optional Protocal-3 of CRC. 

l There should be Child Welfare Boards at all level of the country as per the Children

Act 2013. A Child's Affairs Desk has already been set up at the police stations. These

should be properly activated throughout the country.

l Child budget should be increased gradually and proper allocation and utilization by the

concern Ministries is needed.

l Every Police Station should have a special desk for children with required number of

personnel. And the police personnel who will be working in the special desks should

be female having in-depth knowledge on UNCRC, Children Act, National Child Policy

and all other policies and laws relating to children.    

Coordination and Partnership for Child Rights

The government should take wholesome approaches which include private institutions,

public institutions and NGO’s. According to UNICEF Bangladesh, “The NGOs are not

playing proper role since they are working as per their donor’s choice; these priorities

sometime slow down the NGO’s role to eradicate child rights violation in Bangladesh.

There should be strong Public Private Partnership (PPP) to uphold the child rights.”

l The coordination between governmental agencies should be enhanced. There should

be a proper chain from higher level to lower part of state governance 

l Inter-ministerial coordination is recommended for successful implementation and

proper utilization of child budget in Bangladesh. All the Ministries (directly or

indirectly related to children) and City Corporations should have separate budget for

children. 

l Bangladesh Police also has identified the absence of specialized agencies as an

important issue to consider. 

Child Marriage and Sexual Health

l Birth Registration must be made mandatory for children. Registration process should

be simplified and easy accessible. Local govt. particularly the UP Chairman and

Members should be given responsibility to ensure the registration of every single

birth in their respective union.   

l Rules should be formulated immediately per the Child Marriage Restraint Act 2017

for clarifying the vagueness of the law.

l Conducting national survey on child marriage is necessary to get present

data/statistics to know the present scenario of these phenomena.
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l Different child rights organizations can start activities to improve birth registration

rates as a child protection tool, for instance to prove minimum age for child marriage.

Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights (SRHR) should be given priority.

Child Labor

Child labour is a major threat to child rights in Bangladesh. Proportion and number of

children aged 5–17 years engaged in child labour, by sex and age is an indicator to SDG,

therefore it needs undivided attention. Moreover, child laborers are more susceptible to

workplace injuries than any other workers since the employers neglect all kind of legal

precautions whatsoever.

l Hazardous job list of child labour declared in 2013 should be reviewed by government

and should include the child domestic labour into the hazardous job list.

l Approved Domestic Worker Protection and Welfare Policy 2015 needs to be

converted into a binding legislation for the effective protection of CDW. 

l Recently, Parliament has passed the Bangladesh Labour (Amendment) Act, 2018

seeking a total ban on child labour in factories. Even after the adoption of the

proposed amendment, 94.85 percent of the child labour will remain outside the ambit

of this legal restriction since they work in the informal sector. Therefore, it is quite

important to regulate the child labour practices in informal sector. India also has

recently (in 2016) banned the child labour in totality through an amendment in the

existing Child and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act of 1986. This

Act applies to informal sector also, since it has used the term ‘in any occupation or

process’ whatsoever. Bangladesh may also adopt a separate legislation banning child

labour in both formal and informal sector. 

l Just like the adoption of the Domestic Workers Protection and Welfare Policy 2015,

Government of Bangladesh may address the issue of informal sector on a priority basis. 

l The National Education Policy raised the age of compulsory education from grade five

(age 10) to grade eight (age 14); Therefore, Compulsory Primary Education Act of

1990 should be amended to reflect the policy.

l The first step to achieve the goal of eliminating child labour in totality is to integrate

it into the national planning process. An ongoing CPD study has found that among

the 17 SDGs – 8 Goals are better integrated in the existing national prioritization

processes. Unfortunately, Goal 8 is not one of them. In fact, eradication of HCL is not

currently reflected in national priorities, not even in the 7th Five Year Plan (2016-20).

The National Plan of Action (NPA) has already completed its tenure in 2016, but has

failed to achieve its goal in true sense. Therefore, there is a need to consider the
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adoption of a new NPA in accordance with the SDGs to ensure effective addressing

of the WFCL. 

l GoB has not yet ratified ILO Convention 138 (Minimum Age Convention of 1973), nor

ILO Convention 189 (Domestic Workers Convention of 2011). Since Government has

already taken vital steps in line with those Conventions, Bangladesh should ratify them.

Preventive Trainings

l In order to equip the children with skills to overcome any accident or challenges,

arrangement for trainings can be done. The slum areas or in broader view school

students can be trained how to swim, girls can be trained different self defense

mechanisms.

Infrastructure Build-up

l The number of government safe homes need to be increased for the rehabilitation of

the street children.

l Providing vocational and sports training to these street/abandoned children is

essential so that they can become self-dependent and contribute to the development

of the country.

Child Rights Awareness

Awareness and consciousness of parents is very crucial for protecting children from

unnatural deaths by road accidents, drowning, lightning strikes and other accidental

deaths like: falling from tree, falling from roof and other accidental deaths while playing.

Bangladesh Police has also emphasized the need for building awareness in the society

for preventing such incidents. 

l Awareness initiatives should be supported at family and educational institutions.

l Families have to be more awake about protecting children from sexual abuse and

exploitation by pedophiles and perverts.

l Child suicide is increasing. There should be special care, attention and support for

adolescents by family members for reducing fatal decisions.

Safe Internet for Children

In an interview, Ain o Salish Kendra (ASK) expressed its concern on the safety of children

online. Children are exposed to online violence and harassment in the absence of a

proper regulatory framework.
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l Laws must be introduced to regulate and govern the internet for ensuring safe online

sphere for the children.

Child Rights Reporting

l Instead of reporting more details of child victims, News media should consider

reporting about the perpetrators and follow-up the incidents and subsequent trial of

the accused focusing on the violation of child rights.

l News media should consider appropriate program for creating awareness about

protecting children from sexual abuse and exploitation by pedophiles and perverts.

Judicial Procedure & Punishment

UNICEF Bangladesh thinks that we have an inadequate implementation of Rule of Law

resulting into an ineffective judicial system. Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services Trust

(BLAST) identifies that the act of corporal punishment has not been recognized as an

offence especially in any law. She also speculates that the statistics may not fully

represent the existing number of corporal punishment that the children face. Therefore,

l For child murder cases, speedy trial and execution of the verdict is essential. In an

interview, Bangladesh police has specifically placed emphasis on the issue of

speedy trial.

l There should be deterrent punishment of the rapists to decrease child sexual abuse

in Bangladesh. 

l Corporal Punishment of children should be ended. Strict monitoring mechanism by

government is needed to stop corporal punishments at educational institutions. Legal

provision can be inserted criminalizing corporal punishment.

l Strict actions and measures should be taken by the Government to control child

pornography, child trafficking and child marriage.

l Any major offence against children like murder, rape, abduction, severe torture

should be judged under speedy trial act. If necessary concerned law should be

amended.    

Follow-up

There should be proper follow-up of offences against children.

l Proper and complete investigation should be assured.

l In case of missing children, database should be maintained.
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The Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Constitution of Bangladesh mandate

that children must be protected. As a signatory to the United Nations Convention on the

Rights of the Child, and under other international obligations, Bangladesh must strive to

ensure child rights. In the 3rd cycle of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR),

recommendations have been placed to ensure prevention and speedy trial of child

torture and rape, to make appropriate budgetary provisions and to ensure strong

monitoring to eliminate child labor. The recommendations also include finalizing of draft

rules of Children Act 2013 and establishing an independent Child Rights Commission.

There is an existing need for continuous advocacy and awareness against the violation

of child rights. Except for the decline in numbers of injuries, the rest of the figures

represent almost a similar picture to that of the previous years. But the numbers and

figures appear nugatory when the incidents manifest the constant recurring of child

rights violations. The incidences that have declined should be further studied as well to

identify which initiatives proved effective and also to determine why those measures are

being unable to completely eradicate the violation. At the same time, the catalyst behind

subsisting and increasing issues should be checked. The Government of Bangladesh

must play a vital role in building a safe state for the children but we are also endowed

with the responsibility to provide a friendly and healthy environment to the children.
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This child protection policy depicts Bangladesh

Shishu Adhikar Forum (BSAF)'s process and

mechanism to deal with any forms of child

abuse and exploitation. It is a set of detailed

process that tells everyone involved with the

organizations what to do if they are concerned

about a child's wellbeing. It provides a

standard framework for managing and

reducing risks of child abuse by persons or

process by BSAF secretariat or any of it

MNGOs in delivering program activities. This

child protection policy articulates BSAF’s zero

tolerance approach to child abuse. BSAF's

Child Protection Policy affirms its fundamental

belief that children have the right to be

protected and free from abuse and

exploitation. 

1.1 Introduction of Bangladesh

Shishu Adhikar Forum

Bangladesh Shishu Adhikar Forum - BSAF is an

apex body of 269 NGOs of Bangladesh

working in the child rights sector. Its

representative and national status gives it a

greater reach to draw attention to issues

concerning the rights and well-being of children

at national, regional and international level. 

Bangladesh Shishu Adhikar Forum advocates a

Child-Friendly world. It works as a networking

entity. It brings together and assists child

rights organizations to pursue common goals.

It helps synthesize the viewpoints of member

organizations and works to mobilize material

and human resources to take child rights

programs to scale. It provides collective

leadership in program matters to member

organizations but does not engage itself in

service delivery. It works with lawmakers and

decision-makers to bring positive changes in

national laws and policies relating to children.

It runs a vigorous campaign at macro level to

make the civil society aware of the provisions

of CRC and plays a proactive role in promoting

and upholding these rights. It also provides

guidelines and assistance to member

organizations to carry out awareness for

creating and community empowerment

activities at their respective levels. 
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Establish in 1991, following ratification of CRC

by Bangladesh, Bangladesh Shishu Adhikar

Forum has been engaged in networking and

social mobilization at home and Southeast Asia

Region, and established linkages with relevant

government organizations, UN agencies, inter-

governmental and other national and

international organizations to promote and

protect the rights of children. 

Goal: To fully implement and put into effect

the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child

(UNCRC), to establish a society fit for children

Vision: To establish healthy child rights

enriched society free of abuse, exploitation

and discrimination against the disadvantaged

children of Bangladesh, irrespective of race,

religion caste or class etc.

Objectives: 

l To play an effective role for the purpose of

implementing the CRC

l To create mass awareness on Children

Rights

l To assist in the formulation of a legal

framework for protection of children rights

l To increase the access to fundamental

rights

l To protect children from Worst Form of

Child Labor (WFCL)

l To protect children from Trafficking

l To protect Children from HIV/AIDS

l To implement Children Policy

Major Activities: 

l Advocacy and lobbying with Government

on CRC implementation

l Networking 

l Information dissemination and publications

on child rights

l Campaign/ Raise awareness

l Media advocacy

l Influence public opinion on CRC

l Provide a channel of communication and

facilitate the sharing of information

l Coordination with member NGOs

l Seek new ways for establishing the rights

of the child

l Provide technical supports and services to

the member organizations

1.2 Justification

It is very evident that the Bangladesh like other

developing countries cannot provide basic

rights of most of its people. In this context

children are exposed to various kind of abuse

as their parents cannot ensure secured living

place, company, education, food and clothes

and above all security. These children

especially of the poor segment often face

various levels of abuse and exploitation

ranging from mental harassment to rape. Even

the children from well off families often fall

victim to various kind of physical and mental

harassment. It is alarming that in the

institutional level where children are involved

like school, social organization, NGOs, often
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fall victim to abuse by their care-giver.

Increased awareness on rights of children

helps us to reveal such kind of abuse in

institutional level. Bangladesh Shishu Adhikar

Forum as a network of child rights

organizations deeply concerned about the

present status of child abuse in Bangladesh

and so is to take a safeguard policy to protect

children from abuse in its own activities and

mechanism. It aims to secure the children

safety in its program along with provide other

organizations to take similar and thus uphold

the rights of the children in accordance with

UNCRC.

1.3 Organization’s position on CPP

Bangladesh Shishu Adhikar Forum- BSAF

rejects all forms of abuse and exploitation

suffered by children, and seeks to ensure that

throughout its work it commits to policies,

practices and procedures that are consistent

with the best interests and the protection of

the child at all times. 

In this regard, BSAF believes that its all level

staff, representatives of MNGOs and all those

whom it may employ, or all those over whom it

has any authority and influence, must

demonstrate behaviour simply consistent with

CPP. Child protection is both an institutional

and an individual responsibility. BSAF is

committed to best practice in promoting child

rights both at organizational and individual level. 

BSAF  and  MNGOs  are  responsible  for  the

implementation of  this  policy  and must

ensure that all parties comply with the Child

Protection Code of Conduct. Particular

management responsibilities as set out in this

policy include building child protection

awareness, rigorous recruitment and selection

practices, training, and responding

appropriately to allegations must be ensured. 

1.4 Statement of the policy

This document is the Child Protection Policy

for BSAF which will be followed by all staff and

member NGOs. The primary goal of child

protection policy is to protect the well-being of

children. Acting on behalf of the best interests

of the children, and in agreement with the

United Nations Convention on the Rights of

the Child, BSAF strives to design and

implement programs that protect children

from abuse, neglect, and exploitation. BSAF

does not tolerate child abuse in any form. All

children have equal rights to protection. To this

end, BSAF intends to -

l Familiarize itself with situations which may

present risks and learn how to deal with

those situations

l Contribute to an environment where

children are able to recognize unacceptable

behavior and feel able to discuss their

rights and concerns

l Raise concerns about any case of

suspected abuse in accordance with

applicable procedures
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2.1. Goal

The overall goal of the policy is Children are

protected from abuse of all kinds in the

delivery of BSAF’s activities.

2.2. Objective

a. A child friendly environment ensured

where children directly or indirectly

involved with BSAF are protected from

any form of abuse and exploitation

b. All level staff, MNGOs, service providers,

volunteer, consultant, visitors and other

individual/organization involved with BSAF

are sensitized to the child protection

issues

c. Child protection policy is reflected to all

the policies, strategies, planning of the

organization as well as implemented and

monitored. 

d. Children are empowered to be aware and

challenge any kind of abuse against them.  

2.3. Applicable to

Protecting  children  from  harm  is  the

responsibility  of  all  those  who participate in

the work of BSAF.  This Policy applies to: 

a. All employees of BSAF 

b. Member NGOs

c. Executive board members

d. Volunteers

e. Contracted advisers/consultants 

f. Researchers, evaluators, auditors

g. Contractors, subcontractors or other

service providers

h. Anyone directly or indirectly involved with

BSAF 

i. visitor, donor, journalist

j. Internee
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3.1 Definitions and indicators of child
abuse and its effects

This child protection policy defines child, child

rights abuse and category wise abuse of child

rights in this way - 

a. Definition of Child: In accordance with the

United Nations Convention on the Rights of

the Child, ‘child’ means every human being

below the age of 18 years.

b. Definition of Child abuse: Child  abuse

constitutes  all  forms  of  physical  and

emotional  ill-treatment,  sexual  abuse,

neglect  or  negligent  treatment  or

commercial  or  other exploitation,

resulting  in actual  or potential  harm  to the

child’s  health,  survival,  development  or

dignity  in  the  context  of  a relationship or

responsibility, trust or power. 

c. Physical abuse: Physical  abuse  of  a  child

is  that  which  results  in  actual  or

potential physical  harm  from  an

interaction  or  lack  of  interaction,  which

is reasonably  within  the  control  of  a

parent  or  a  person  in  a  position  of

responsibility, power or trust.  These may

be single or repeated incidents. 

d. Emotional abuse: Emotional abuse

includes the failure to provide a

developmentally appropriate,  supportive

environment,  including  the  availability  of

a primary attachment figure, so that the

child can develop a stable and full range of

emotional and social competencies

commensurate with her or his personal

potentials  and  in  the  context  of  the

society  in  which  the  child dwells. Acts

include restriction of movement, patterns

of  belittling,  denigrating,  scape-goating,

threatening,  scaring, discriminating,

ridiculing  or  other  non-physical  forms  of

hostile  or rejecting treatment. 

e. Neglect: Neglect  is  the  failure  to  provide

for  the  development  of  the  child  in  all

spheres: health, education, emotional

development, nutrition, shelter and safe

living  conditions,  in  the  context of

resources  reasonably available  to the

family  or  caretakers and  causes  or  has

a  high probability  of  causing harm  to  the

child’s  health  or  physical, mental,

spiritual, moral  or  social development.

This includes the failure to properly

supervise and protect children from harm

as much as is feasible. 

f. Child sexual abuse: Child  sexual  abuse  is

the  involvement  of  the  child  in  sexual

activity that he or  she does not  fully

comprehend,  is unable  to give  informed

consent to, or for which the child is not

developmentally prepared and cannot give

consent, or that violate the  laws or social

taboos of society.   Child sexual abuse  is

evidenced  by  this  activity  between  a  child

and  an adult  or another  child  who  by  age

or  development  is  in  a  relationship  of

responsibility,  trust  or power,  the  activity

being  intended  to  gratify  or satisfy the

needs of the other person.  This may include

but is not limited to: 
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l The inducement or coercion of a child to

engage in any unlawful sexual activity 

l The exploitative use of child prostitution or

other unlawful sexual practices. 

l The exploitative use of children in

pornographic performances and materials.

g. Exploitation: Commercial or other

exploitation of a child refers to the use of

the child in work or other activities for the

benefit of others.  This includes, but is not

limited to, child labour and child

prostitution. These activities are to the

detriment of the child’s physical or mental

health, education, or spiritual, moral or

social-emotional development.

3.2. Guiding Principles

This  policy  is  informed  by  a  set  of  principles

that  derive  from  the  UN Convention on the

Rights of a Child. Principles upon which the

Child Protection Policy is based - 

a. Non-discrimination: All children have

equal rights to protection from abuse and

exploitation regardless of their race,

religion, ethnicity or socio-economic status.

They should be encouraged to fulfill their

potential and inequalities should be

challenged;

b. Best Interest: Child’s best interest should

be priorities in our all activities.

c. Participation: In all our activities children

should have opportunity to participate

when relevant and participation in decision

making

d. Survival and development: Children’s

survival and development issues should be

prioritized in all our activities. 

The specific articles of UNCRC valued to

prepare this policy are 
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In order to ensure full protection of children in

all activities, strategies and planning of BSAF,

following code of conducts are taken as

obligatory for all person or organization

involved with BSAF directly or indirectly. 

4.1 The person involved with BSAF

activities must do: 

a. All people involved with BSAF must have

awareness on child rights

b. To make children aware about their rights

and responsibilities

c. To let know a child and its

parents/guardians about BSAF’s process

of response to child abuse 

d. To make a child capable in identifying

difference between acceptable and

unacceptable behavior. 

e. To make a child capable of protesting

other’s unacceptable behavior with gentle

manner. 

f. If a child’s behavior is unacceptable,

motivate him to change his mode of

behavior

g. Create enabling environment where

children can freely express their opinion

h. To help children in taking decision and

respect their opinion

i. To ensure child friendly environment in

BSAF secretariat and select risk free place

for holding activities with children

j. Children should be provided healthful and

hazard free education or communication

material.

k. To create enabling environment where

children will feel free to express their

concern and participate in discussion

l. To ensure reflection of CPP in principle,

strategy, procedure and process of

activities of BSAF

m. To behave with children on the basis of

equality, dignity and respect irrespective

of their religion, caste, ethnic identity,

socio-economic status etc.

n. Respect a child’s right to personal privacy  

o. Always work in an open environment (e.g.

avoiding private or unobserved situations

and encouraging open communication

with no secrets)

p. Provide an example of good conduct you

wish others to follow 

q. Gain written parental consent for any

significant travel arrangements e.g.

overnight stays. Ensure that if mixed

teams are taken away, they should always

be accompanied by a male and female

member staff

r. Recognize that special caution is required

when you are discussing sensitive issues

with children or young people 

s. Challenge unacceptable behavior and

report all allegations/suspicions of abuse

54 State of Child Rights in Bangladesh 2018

Code of Conduct



t. Create enabling environment if there is

chances to hide incident of abuse by a

child due to unawareness. 

u. always give enthusiastic and constructive

feedback rather than negative criticism

v. To give priority to the need and capacity of

children and never pushing them against

their will

w. Gain written parental consent for using

photograph or information of a child for

study, research or business purpose.

4.2 The person involved with BSAF

activities must not do: 

a. Any discrimination to a child on the basis

of its parents profession, socio-economic

status, religion, ethnic identitiy etc. 

b. Express annoyance for unwanted conduct

of a child or force him to refrain from doing

such or rebuke

c. unnecessarily spending excessive

amounts of time alone with children away

from others

d. Have inappropriate physical or verbal

contact with children against their will  

e. To call a child with humiliating name

f. Making a child to do personal work

g. To use abusive word in the presence of a

child

h. making sexually suggestive comments to

a child, even in fun

i. Watch nude photographs, porn video or

other materials

j. let a child in contact with hazardous

equipments or cautious him

k. Convince a child through lying to avoid his

concentration from a specific issues

l. Physical or mental torture or any act that

causes physical and mental torture

m. Any act that provoke sexual feeling or

sexual relation with a child

n. Show favoritism to any individual 

o. ensure that at away events adults should

not enter children’s room or invite children

to their rooms

p. engaging in rough, physical or sexually

provocative games

q. Push children to attend in discussion,

cultural program or competition against

their will

r. allow allegations made by a child to go

unchallenged, unrecorded or not acted

upon

s. smoking or drinking alcohol in the

company of children

t. involve child labor in BSAF activities
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5.1. Strategy 

Bangladesh Shishu Adhikar Forum, by its

nature, is committed to work for promotion of

child in all aspect. And thus in its own process

of activities, safeguard of children is

mandatory. The strategy BSAF undertakes for

its Child Policy are as follows - 

a. As this document describes the organizational

policy to protect children from abuse, so it is

obligatory to full implementation of this policy

in all level of the organization.

b. BSAF must ensure a child friendly

environment and for this all its planning,

policy and procedure, activities, code of

conduct, recruitment even infrastructure

will have to be appropriate for a child. 

c. This policy must be in line with the

convention on child by UN and other policy

and laws of international agency and

Bangladesh government.

d. The policy will be made as per the norms

of work of BSAF and must be consulted

with all level staff and board of executives

and if possible with other consultants,

volunteers and service providers. 

e. Other policies of the organizations (e.g.

financial policy, procurement policy, service

rule etc.) have to be reviewed whether they

are conflicting to the child protection policy

and if they are they have to be amended

before the CPP come in to practice.

f. Code of conduct set with the child

protection policy will be in use for any kind

of activities like recruitment, hiring

consultants, employment of volunteers,

contractors etc. 

g. The organization will undertake activities

to build awareness, capacity building in

using the policy like monitoring,

investigation and reporting skill among the

staff about child protection policy.

h. The organization will ensure all the staff,

board members, contractors, volunteers,

service provider are aware about all contents

of the policy and implementation process.

i. The organization will maintain liaison,

communication or exchange of

information with other child rights

organization to learn about the implication

of child protection policy. 

5.2. Implementation Process

a. A Management Committee will be formed

for the implementation of the policy. This

5 members’ committee will be comprised

of senior level staff, Director and

members from MNGO. The management

committee will be responsible for overall

implementation of the committee. 

b. The management committee will

nominate a focal person for child

protection policy. He/she will be the key

person for oversee/monitor child

protection in the organization. 

c. A help desk will be established in BSAF

secretariat. All kinds of information about
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CPP of BSAF will be available in the help

desk. It will also receive allegation of

abuse. Besides, information regarding

CPP will be displayed in common place of

BSAF secretariat. 

d. All level of staff of BSAF, EB members,

consultant, volunteer, service provider and

other people and organization directly or

indirectly involved with BSAF will be given

awareness on CPP of BSAF. 

e. All the staff members and board members

must sign the code of conduct.

Consultant, volunteers, and service

providers must sign the code of conduct

as soon as agreement done with them.

f. BSAF must ensure of all financial

requirements and logistic support for

implementation of the policy

g. For any allegation of child abuse BSAF will

undertake immediate investigation and

action and protect the rights of the children.

5.3. Activities: 

Following activities will be undertaken in

implementation of the Child Protection Policy

of BSAF

Awareness:

a. All staff and others will be made aware of

violation of child rights, nature of child

abuse and risks to children. This will be

provided by orientation, workshop, training

and campaigning materials like poster,

leaflet, display board etc. 

b. For the newly recruited staff or if the risk

of child violation increased (based on the

periodical monitoring report) and for any

change or revision of the CPP special

training/orientation on CPP will be

organized. Staff, Volunteers, contractors,

consultants will be given short orientation

about CPP if applicable. 

Prevention:

a. Ensure, through awareness and personal

and professional conduct, that staff and

others minimize the risk to children. 

b. Any recruitment and hiring of external

service providers, consultants must be

abide by the CPP.

c. Ensure a strong monitoring mechanism in

this regard. 

d. Risk assessment will be conducted on

annual basis.

e. Pictures,  images,  or  other  likenesses  of

children  and/or  information related  to

children  that  could  compromise  their

care  and  protection will not  be  made

available through  any  form  of

communication  media. 

Recruitment and selection process

a. A clear definition role and responsibility

and volume of work with children will be

made in the job advertisement so that the

most suitable appointee can be identified.

b. Confirmation of the identity of the applicant

including personal details and sensitivity

towards child rights obtained either

through using an application form where

appropriate, or through other means.

c. Use of several selection techniques to

maximize the chance of safe recruitment,

eg interview, references checks. 

d. For other recruitment like consultant,

volunteer, service provided organization,
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their past record and experience will be

considered.

Responding:

a. Any incidences resemble in defining of

abuse as described in the chapter -3 and

break of code of conduct as described in the

chapter -4 will be considered breach of the

Child Protection Policy and necessary action

will be taken for protection and prevention.

b. Any abused children or witness (she/he

can be a staff also) will inform the focal

person orally or in written about the

incident. Specific forms or format also can

be used in this regard. 

c. After receiving allegation, focal person

immediately go through the incidence. If

found breach of CPP he will report to the

management committee and form and

carry out formal investigation of the abuse. 

c. The seriously injured child will be provided

medical and legal aid if applicable

d. BSAF will provide support and security for

the child and staff who raise concern or

who are the subject of concern. 

e. BSAF will ensure any kind of physical

security of child and his family after

allegation and monitor their situation even

after action taken.

f. The focal person will inform the victim and

his family of the steps taken and continue

to keep them advised of the status of the

investigation. If child abuse is confirmed,

ask the victim and the victim’s family what

action they would like to take in the matter

and fully cooperate to address their

requests within the bounds of a legal and

prudent response. 

g. In an instance where child abuse is

confirmed, BSAF will immediately dismiss

the worker temporally.  

h. After the investigation report made the

management committee will arrange a

hearing participated by the victim,, person

involved with the abuse and witness. The

committee will come to an effective

decision about the case. 

i. Any abuse subjected to criminal offence

referred to court for litigation. BSAF will

provide necessary assistance in this regard. 

Investigation

Any incidence in contrast to CPP will be

prevented through proper investigation and

action. The process of investigation are as

follows -

a. An investigation team will be formed to

act upon every reporting of abuse of

children. The team will be consisted of not

more than three members headed by the

focal person of CPP. The other staff will be

senior level staff or representatives from

member organization. 

b. For serious abuse, investigation have to be

carried out within 6 (six) hours of the

incident. In the mean time, the abused

children will be provided medical help if

needed. The abuser must be asked not to

leave his/her position till the decision

come of management committee based

on the investigation report. If the alleged

person is found guilty he/she should be

hand over to the law enforcing agency. 

c. For less serious abuse, investigation will

be carried out within the three days of the

incident 
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A management committee will be formed to

oversee the implementation of CPP. It will be

consisted of five members from senior level

staff, director and MNGOs. This committee

will nominate focal person and approve

investigation team, monitoring team and

conduct hearing of allegation and action. The

detailed roles and responsibility of the

management committee are given herewith.  

a. A Management Committee will be

responsible for overall implementation of

the Child Protection Policy of BSAF. This

committee will approve all activities

relating to CPP. This committee is

reportable to Executive Board of BSAF.

b. This committee will observe all report

relating to investigation and monitoring of

child abuse and take necessary steps.

c. The committee will sit regularly and

discuss about the status of CPP in the

organization based on the monitoring

report. However, for serious reporting of

abuse, the committee will arrange instant

meeting.

d. The management committee will approve

all reports, monitoring, awareness raising

activities, recruitment along with all forms,

formats and other materials.

e. Management committee will be responsible

for allocation of budget for investigation,

medical assistance and legal aid etc and all

financial activities. 

f. Management committee will ensure

whether the CPP is followed in planning,

strategy, recruitment, procurement and

infrastructure development etc.  

g. The management committee has authority

to take any decision at any level in favor of

implementation of CPP. 

d. The team will not attempt to conduct a

detailed investigation either through

examination or interrogation of the child,

the accused person or a witness. It is

acceptable to obtain a reasonable amount

of information to have cause to believe a

child has been abused or neglected. 

e. While interrogation of the child inform him

how the given information will use for his

betterment. Do not pursue him to give

information giving assurance that will be

protected. Assure the child that given

informaton will not be disclosed excepting

specific person. 

f. No information will be disclosed to any

person or organization during investigation.  

g. All the staff and board members should

act appropriately and effectively in

instigating or co-operating with any

subsequent process of investigation; 

h. The team will submit a report with proper

evidence not more than three days after

the investigation. But for serious cases the

report has to be submitted as soon as the

investigation ended. 
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Reporting will be regarded an important tool

for tracking implementation of CPP of BSAF.

Monitoring team will report to management

committee regularly about findings of

monitoring. It will be discussed as agenda in

the monthly coordination meeting, meeting of

executive board. If any change made based on

the monitoring report it should be effective as

early as possible.

All documents and information of child abuse

will be held in absolute confidence. No person

or organization shall communicate any

information concerning the alleged event

except as necessary to ensure proper and

neutral investigation. Limited additional

disclosure can be made as example to protect

other children from harm in the near future.

Any breach of this confidentiality shall be

cause for utmost punishment as per the

constitution of BSAF. 

The management committee responsible for

implementation of this policy will periodically

review the policy on the basis of monitoring

report. This may be at least once in two years

or based on the emergency with participation

of focal person, member of management

committee, executive board members and

representatives MNGOs. The change through

review should be rightly reflected in the policy

and each staff and other concern people

should be informed about the change as early

as possible.  

BSAF will undertake regular monitoring for

proper implementation of the Child Protection

Policy. A three members’ team consisted of

focal person of CPP, senior BSAF staff and

representative from MNGOs will monitor the

implementation of CPP. Monitoring of CPP will

undertake in two ways - event based monitoring

and periodic monitoring. Event based monitoring

means monitoring of any new planning,

activities or policy and procedure whether they

are conflicting to the CPPP. Periodical

monitoring will be carried out half yearly basis.
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