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Executive Summary
Bangladesh’s social and economic progress of the recent past made great paces in drawing
children into schools, improving gender equality, boosting maternal and child health, and
reducing poverty. Nevertheless, in terms overall child protection & security, Bangladesh still
belong to a less advanced state. Although, the government has vowed zero tolerance for child
rights violations, such violations have continued unabated and in some areas have increased.
In 2016; murder, rape, sexual harassment and some other forms of unsafe situation including:
road accidents and drowning decreased slightly. But the situation of child marriage was dismal.
A high rate of early marriage already persists in Bangladesh, with 65 percent of girls married
before age 18. Child Labour condition also remains poor in informal sectors. Government of
Bangladesh has signed SDGs and pledged to eliminate all types of child labour by 2025 but no
noteworthy progress is seen in the reporting year. Government’s initiatives to fight discrimination
against certain groups of children, particularly: girls, children with disabilities, children of
minorities, children living in asylums and children in street was also sluggish in 2016.
Child Rights has been well defined in several laws and constitutional rights that, “allows the State
to make special provisions in favour of women and children and for the advancement of "any
backward section of citizens" {(Art. 28(4)}. Subsequently Bangladesh has ratified 35 ILO
conventions and 14 international protocols regarding child rights including UNCRC. In spite of
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having all legal instruments, the government didn’t succeed to take decisive steps to cease the
violence against children in 2016, and the core explanation is failure in implementation of laws and
lengthy process of trial. Since the court system is severely backlogged, total pending cases at High
Court Division till March 31, 2016 were 399,303. (http://www.theindependentbd.com/post/47872)
In absence of the implications of laws and lengthy process of trial of violence against children
continues unabated in 2016. Among the major findings of this study it is mentionable that a total
3,589 children have been subjected to various types of violence including murder and rape in
2016. Total number of child victim in various incidents of violence in 2015 was 5,212. Even
though, overall child rights violation has decreased 31.14% in 2016 comparing to 2015, BSAF
noted total 1,441 child fatal cases and 686 cases of child sexual abuse which cannot be
explained normal.
Drowning, murder/kill, death by road accidents, suicide, and rape remained the major problem
during the period under review. Although all of above mentioned incidents decreased slightly
than the previous year, these incidents constitute 55% of total child rights violations of 2016.
Drowning and road accidents, have been the reasons of a large number of child deaths in
recent years in Bangladesh, have decreased near about 48% and 17% respectively. Child
murder/kill, rape and suicide have decreased 9.25%, 14.40% and 34.65% respectively in the
reporting year.
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Even though child murder/killing for different reasons has decreased 9.26% in 2016 than 2015,
on average more than 20 children were killed in every month of 2016. Among all types of child
killing, incidents of child killing by parents has increased alarming rise (57.5%) which was really
unexpected. Mostly the tendency of children murder by brutal unsafe parents marked sharp
rise from 2015.
In 2016 sexual abuse and exploitations have decreased 6% than 2015. A total 686 children were
subjected to different kinds of sexual abuse and exploitations in 2016 whereas 727 children faced
such cruelty in 2015. In 2016, gang rape decreased 31.31%, murder after rape decreased 30%,
suicide after rape decreased 50% and overall child rape decreased 14.40% which is a positive sign.
For the most part, incidents of child sexual abuse has been increasing tremendously from 2015, as
the total number of child victim faced sexual abuse and exploitation in 2014 was 224.
Like other incidents, overall child kidnapping/abduction has decreased almost 25% in the year
2016 in Bangladesh than 2015. It is mentionable progress that among the total kidnapped children
at least 71% children was rescued by law enforcing agencies. Besides, child murder after
kidnapping has decreased 57.5% and children found dead after missing has decreased almost
30% in 2016. The tendency of new born baby theft has also slightly decreased (14.29%) in 2016.
Furthermore, corporal punishment at schools continued unabated with 25% rise in 2016. In
addition, underprivileged children torture/ beaten brutally in silly reasons or theft charge has
contentiously increasing with 17.78% rise in 2016.
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Numbers of recommendations were made by child rights advocates to improve overall child
rights situations in Bangladesh in different interviews published in newspapers, seminars and
symposiums include: speedy trial of child killing, death punishment of child rapists, strict
punishment of child rights violators, full implementation of Children Act-2013, increasing budget
allocation for children and its proper utilization, strictly monitoring of the implementation of
prohibition of corporal punishment at educational institutions, strictly controlling child
pornography, child trafficking and child marriage and improving birth registration system in
Bangladesh.

Background
Bangladesh Shishu Adhikar Forum (BSAF) is now a network of 269 child rights based organizations
of Bangladesh. To monitor child rights condition of Bangladesh is one of the key activities of BSAF.
Since the foundation, BSAF gathers relevant information on the child rights situations by screening
daily newspapers. BSAF has its own information resource center which functions as the
information bank. In this backdrop, BSAF has been publishing a yearly report titled ‘State of Child
Rights in Bangladesh’ since 1997 which depicts overall child rights situation of the country. BSAF
has been preparing the report through collecting information and gathering data from various
sources including media contents, publications of national and international organizations,
academic and research institutions.
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The current report titled “State of Child Rights in Bangladesh-2016” is the 18th state of child rights
report of Bangladesh Shishu Adhikar Forum. BSAF couldn’t publish this report in 2009 and 2010
due to fund constraint. Current report has been prepared through using secondary data only
in contrast some of the previous reports were produced through using both primary and
secondary data.

Objective of the Study:
i. To acquire current data/statistics on different forms of child abuse and exploitations in
Bangladesh.
ii. To visualize the overall situation of child rights in Bangladesh.
iii. To analysis comparative child rights situation in Bangladesh.
iv. To aware and make the civil society as well as the govt. particularly the concerned
Ministries more responsive about child rights in Bangladesh.
v. To address the policy dilemma or obstacles in improving the livelihood of children in
Bangladesh.
vi. To make some recommendations to the government and civil society for protecting the
rights of the children in Bangladesh.
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Data Collection Technique
To collect the child rights related data of 2016, BSAF has scanned a total ten most circulated
and influential newspapers of Bangladesh including: the daily Prothom Alo, the daily Kaler
Kantho, the daily Jugantar, the daily Somokal, the daily Ittefaq, the daily Songbad, the daily
Manobjomin, the Daily Star, the daily Dhaka Tribune and the daily New Age to count child
abuse and exploitation related incidents.

Methodology used:
This report is a quantitative study based on secondary data sources from the reports of daily
newspapers in Bangladesh. In this news report analysis study, we have assessed the quantity of
child rights news coverage, information and child safety security, violence against children from
national daily newspapers of Bangladesh.

Quantitative approaches
For quantitative data analysis we have categorized five different broad based areas of child
rights violation such as: i. Fatalities, ii. Injuries, iii. Sexual abuse and exploitation, iv. Abduction,
missing and trafficking and iv. Physical abuse & torture.

8

Fatalities include: death by road accidents, killed/murder (killed for ransom, killed after sexual
repression, killed for revenge, killed for family disputes, killed by terrorists, killed by brutal parents
and other undefined reasons), suicide, drowned, electrocuted, death by fire, death by
lightning strikes, death by medical negligence, death by ill treatment and other accidental
deaths (roof collapse, falling from roof, strangled while playing and animal bite/attack etc)
Injuries include: injured by road accidents/traffic, injured by fire, injured by electric shock, injured by
attempt to kill, injured by attempt to suicide and other accidental injuries (roof collapse, falling from
roof and others.)
Sexual abuse and exploitation include: Rape, attempt to rape, sexual harassment and assault,
killed after rape and eve teasing.
Abduction, missing, trafficking and others include: kidnapped, rescued after being kidnapped,
attempt to kidnap and prevented, killed after kidnapping, missing, rescued after missing, found
death after missing, trafficked, rescued after trafficked, theft of new born baby, rescue of new
born baby after theft, found unknown baby and found dead body of unknown baby.
Torture and violence include: torture on child domestic workers, physical torture/punishment at
schools, physical torture and beaten, acid violence and political violence.
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Findings and Analysis of the Study
In 2016 a total 3589 incidents of various forms of Violence Against Children (VAC) and child safety
issues have been reported in five major categories, with a reduction of 31.14% incidents than the
year 2015. Trend shows that death caused by various reasons decreased by 51%, torture and
violence against children decreases around 12%. Reporting of sexual abuse and exploitation
decreased around 6%. Following Table illustrates numeric distribution of the incidents.
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In general, VAC and children unsafe situation does not have any varied trends among age groups,
however, fatality and kidnapping and missing is higher among the children in 1-6 years age.
Analysis found, gender of the victim has not been stated in 21% newspaper reports and in 33%
reports have not mentioned age of the children. Among rest of the victims, 58% are boys and
42% are girls. Type-wise, except sexual abuse and exploitation, in four other catagories, gender
distribution of the children differs slightly.
Fatality is number one violence against children and children safety issue both for boys and girls,
kiddnaping & missing come second for boys, while sexual abuse & exploitation is first for girls.
98.12% victime of sexual abuse & exploitation are girls. Girls at 4-12 age are at the high risk of
sexual abuse and exploitation.
Geographically, the highest number of cases happed in Dhaka district, while top five districts
are: Dhaka , Narayangonj, Gazipur, Chittagong and Mymensingh. Besides, three hill districts,
panchgrah and Joypurhut are on the least-side.
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Incidents of Child Fatalities in 2016

BSAF found a total 1441 cases of child fatalities from daily newspapers in 2016 which are 51%
lower than the fatalities reported in the year 2015. In 2015, a total 2931 cases of fatalities were
reported. This study found fifteen major causes of child fatalities of which top five reasons i.e. (1)
Drowning, (2) Murder, (3) Road Accident, (4) Suicide and (5) other different accidental deaths.
These five major categories constitute more than 77% of the total child fatalities in Bangladesh.
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Out of total child fatalities, victimization of boys is slightly higher than girls and age-wise figures
do not explain any distinct inclination. In general, at their any age, children are equally at the
risk of fatality.
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Drowning:
Drowning has become one of the major reasons of child death in recent years. In 2016,
according to newspaper reports, at least 352 children died due to drowning. According to BSAF
statistics, 423 children drowned in 2015, 165 children drowned in 2014 and 132 children drowned
in 2013. Although in 2016, death toll in drowning decreased 17% than 2015, this incident had
increasing trend since 2014.
Majority of the drowning death happened to the age group of 1-6 years children and 90% of
the total incidents happened in between March to October with highest 51 deaths in July.
Major cause of drowning, especially among age group 1-6, is lack of supervision by the parents.
Marine vassal accidents are also a noteworthy cause of drowning deaths in Bangladesh.
Among total child drowning deaths in 2016, 55 children drowned due to marine vessel
accidents or boat capsize.

Child Murder:
Child murder especially murder by parents was the most talked issue that created commotion
in 2016. According to BSAF statistics assembled from newspaper reports, among total 265 cases
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of child murder, 64 murders were perpetuated by parents. A total 292 children were killed in
2015, which is 9.25% higher than 2016. Even though, child killing has reduced in 2016, the nature
of child killing was very pathetic.
Major portion of child murder occurred by parents, which is inconceivable. The tendency of
beaten to death of underprivileged poor children in theft charges has also marked a terrific rise
in 2016. Highest 29 child murder cases were recorded on January. In the first quarter of 2016, a
total 75 child murder cases were recorded which decreased gradually in next three quarters
respectively 61, 66 and 63.
Analyzing the types child murder it is found that, 64 children were killed by their parents, 47
children were found murdered after missing, 21 children were killed after rape, 17 children were
killed after kidnapping for ransom, 17 children were beaten to death and 9 child domestic
workers were killed by torture.
The highest number of child murder happened in Dhaka, 34 children have been killed in Dhaka
district. 33.33% of total murder & killing happen in five districts; Dhaka 12.83% (count: 34),
Narayangonj 7.54% (count: 20), Gazipur 4.9% (count: 13), Mymensingh 4.52% (count: 12) &
Chittagong 4.52% (count: 12).
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BSAF noted the general causes of child murder were: rivalry with family elders and family
quarrel, teenage gang revelry, dowry dispute, political group violence and stabbed by
miscreants. Besides, the causes of child murder by parents were mainly: social decadence,
extra marital affair, quarrel and separation between husband and wife, depression and mental
imbalance of parents and birth of child due to rape. Sociologists opine only laws are not
sufficient to stop child murder by parents rather we have to ensure treatment and counseling if
any inconsistency is seen among family members.
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Death by Road Accident:
Death toll in roads has significantly decreased (47.5%) in 2016. A total of 252 children died in
different road accidents across the country in 2016, which were 480 in 2015. Still death toll in
road accidents is the third major cause of child fatality in the reporting year.
Most of the accidents occurred because of reckless driving at highways; unauthorized vehicles run in
highways, defective vehicles, bad condition of highways, vulnerable road-side activities, lack of road
safety awareness among passengers and passersby, violation of traffic rules and Poor traffic enforcement.

Suicide:

A total of 149 children suicides were reported throughout the country in 2016 with highest 19
child suicide in May. Tendency of children taking self life has decreases 35% in the reporting year.
Previous year a total 228 children committed suicide. Tendency of suicide after sexual repression
has also seen a downtrend since 2015, that’s also a very positive sign. A total 6 girl children
committed suicide in last couple of years due to sexual repression, whereas 23 children
committed suicide in 2014 for the same reason.
Generally causes of suicide were – eve teasing and sexual assault, failure in exam, depression,
failure in love affairs, rebuke by parents, negligence, family quarrels and many others. But there
are different perspectives in regards to gender fact. The tendency of suicide is high among girl
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children. 82% of the total suicide in 2016 was girls. Most the girls attempted suicide because of
quarrels with family members, scold by parents and continuous sexual harassment by eve
teasers or harassers. The standpoint of boys attempt to suicide is somewhat different, most of
the boys attempted suicide because of failure in love affairs and failure in examinations. 73%
children who committed suicide were adolescent aged 13-18 years, rest 27% were aged 7-12
years. No child suicide is found in the age group of 1-6 years.
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Miscellaneous Accidental Deaths:

This category includes children fatal accidents other than the above specific causes. A total of
93 children’s unsafe situations have been found through the year 2016 which is 88.9% lower than
the records of 2015. Miscellaneous accidental deaths include: roof/wall collapse, falling from
high places including roof, wall and tree, animal bite and attack, strangled while playing with
rope, hit by ball while playing, falling in open manhole and others.

Incidents of Child Injuries in 2016
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In 2016, the tendency of child non-fatal injuries in different accidents has reduced 52% than
2015. A total 205 children got hurt/ injured in different incidents/accidents. BSAF analysis found,
injuries by road accidents have reduced 77.54%, fire injuries have decreased 53% and suicide
attempts have reduced 78.57% in 2016. But miscellaneous accidents injuries including: injuries
while playing and falling from any high place, increased 10.71 in 2016%.

Incidents of Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitations in 2016

Incidents of child sexual abuse and exploitations have decreased 6% in the reporting year than
the previous year. According to newspaper reports, total 686 children were subjected to different
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types of sexual violence in 2016. In 2015 a total 727 children were victim of such violence.
Although, overall child rape has decreased near about 15% than the previous year, a total
number of 446 children were raped in 2016 with an average 37 child rapes per month which is
not a tolerable rate. Basically, child rape incidents increased alarmingly in 2014. Among the
total child rape in 2016, 64 children were gang raped, 42 disable children were raped, 21
children were murdered after rape and 2 children suicide after rape. In comparison with the
year 2015, gang rape has declined 31.31%, murder after rape has declined 30% and suicide
after rape has declined 50%. Tendency of suicide after rape has been seen a downtrend since
last 2 years that is highly encouraging.
In around 51% cases age of the victim had not
been mentioned. Among rest of the reports that
provided age details, 30% was aged between 412 and 19% was aged between 13-18.
In 4.7% rape incidents girls were killed after rape.
Gang rape happened in 14.34% cases.
A total 42 disable children and 6 child domestic
workers has been reported raped in the year,
which is 9.41% and 1.34% of total rape cases
respectively.
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Although, none of the children aged 4-18 years are immune from rape in Bangladesh, children aged
4-12 are at high risk of such violence. Children aged 5-12 were raped by taking a quiet place tempting
chocolate, toys or any fancy items or forcefully while they were alone at home, 13-18 were raped by
marriage tempting or forcefully because of refusal of love/marriage or alone in a quiet place.
Here it is mentionable observance that, most of the perpetrators of rape were either family
belongings or neighbors.
Geographically highest number of rape has been reported from Dhaka districts 13.22% (count: 59),
other districts that also reported high are Narayangonj 5.8% (count:26), Gazipur 3.36% (count:15),
Mymensingh 2.46% (count:11), Chittagong 1.8% (count:8); together these five districts reports 26.64%
of the total rape in 2016.
Rape, sexual harassment and other forms of violence against girl children occurred regularly despite
laws offer some level of protection. A law requiring rape victims to file police reports and obtain
medical certificates within 24 hours of the crime in order to press charges prevents most cases from
reaching the courts. Police also accept bribes to quash rape cases and rarely enforce existing laws
protecting women. In spite of doing all those harassing procedures, rape accused remain
unpunished due to fragile cases, lack of witnesses, poor charge sheet and filthy questioning by
lawyers in court and pressure of settlement beyond court. In rural areas, local influential/religious

22

leaders sometimes impose so called extrajudicial punishments like flogging and lump sum fine
to rapists despite prohibition in law. Therefore, that is why, child rights experts demanded death
punishment of the rapists to decrease child rape in Bangladesh.
Child marriage is another form of sexual abuse and exploitation although the number of total
victim of child marriage in 2016 is unknown. Child marriage is widespread in Bangladesh, with
65 percent of girls married before age 18. Despite government’s commitment in 2014 to bring
to an end child marriage by 2041, a proposal to lower the officially permissible age of marriage
from 18 to 16 was still under consideration in 2016. Till 2016, the government failed to take
decisive steps to end child marriage, even though, local administration are often seen involved
with rescue girl child from marriages. According to newspaper reports, a total 139 girl have
been rescued by local administration and police in 2016, which is not an adequate amount of
intervention. Moreover, in spite of huge consultations and protests by CSOs throughout 2016 to
prevent government from taking such awful initiative to lower the permissible age of marriage
under special provision, government remain inflexible in its decision.

23

Incidents of Child Kidnapping, Missing and Rescue in 2016

In 2016 reporting of all the incidents related to child kidnapping, missing, trafficking and rescue
has decreased than 2015. Overall kidnapping incidents have decreased 25%. A total 183
children was kidnapped in 2016, among which 131 children were rescued alive and 24
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kidnapping attempts were prevented by law enforcing agencies. But it is a great
disappointment that 17 children were murdered after kidnapping by the perpetrators.
Besides, the incidents of missing children and children found murdered after being missing
declined respectively 2.21% and 29.85% rise in 2016 than previous year. A total 133 children
were missing in 2016, among them 47 children found dead after missing. There is also a matter
of thinking that where are the other missing children gone, as the rescue side of missing children
is very poor. They may subject to within country sex trafficking and forced labour. In most cases
of missing and found murdered, children became easy target of revenge and killed due to
rivalry with family members, previous antagonism between families and child witness in cases of
extra marital affair or any other criminal offence.
The reporting of rescue while/after trafficking has also decreased in 2016. Although total
number of trafficked children is unknown, newspaper reports a total 60 children have rescued
in 2016 which is near about 60% less than the year 2015. It is mentionable that most of the
children were rescued while trafficking from sea at Bay of Bengal, going to be sold into labor
markets at India brought by fraud, physical coercion and kidnapping.
According to “Trafficking in Persons Report – 2016”, by the US Department of State, Bangladesh
does not fully comply with the minimum standards for the elimination of trafficking. Bangladesh
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has been ranked as tier-2 country in 2016 meaning it has failed to meet the minimum standards
of combating human trafficking, but is striving to do so. Here it is also mentionable that
Bangladesh has been ranking tier-2 since 2012.
In 2016 the incident of of newborn baby theft diminished slightly (14.29%) but in comparison
rescue side has decreased 40% than the previous year.
The incident of the dead body of unknown newborn has has also decreased in 2016. According
to media reports, a total 28 dead bodies of unknown children found in 2016 and most of them
were newborn babies. Dead bodies of unidentified new born babies were found in dustbins,
drains and ditches and the reason assumed they were unwanted babies and thrown by their
legal guardians. In comparison with 2015, this inhuman incident has dwindled more than 45%,
that’s a very positive sign.
In 2015 a total 52 dead bodies of unknown baby found abandoned. In 2016 9 unknown
newborn babies have also been rescued alive from street, dustbin and other places and sent
to safe homes.
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Incidents of Child Torture and Violence in 2016

Corporal punishment in educational institutions in Bangladesh has been escalating years after
years, whereas, Bangladesh's High Court imposed prohibition on all types of corporal
punishment in schools in 2011. A total 263 children were subjected to corporal punishments at
schools in 2016, with highest 68 incidents in January, which is 20% higher than the year 2015.
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Newspaper reporting on violence against child domestic workers (CDWs) in all forms has
reduced in 2016. Physical torture on CDWs has declined 36.36%, rape incidents of CDWs have
declined 45.45% and murder of CDWs has declined 11.11%. Besides, suspicious death of CDWs
remains firm.
A total 13 suspicious deaths or suicide of CDWs cases were recorded in 2016. In most cases of
the suspicious death of CDWs it is assumed that CDWs were killed after torture and hanged,
afterwards claimed suicide by the employer. In 2014, suspicious deaths of CDWs were counted
with suicide (not separately documented) because it wasn’t frequent like 2015 and 2016.
Political violence and acid violence in Bangladesh has reduced drastically respectively 89%
and 71.43% in 2016. A total 11 children were the victim of political violence and unrest in 2016
among which 4 children died and children injured. In 2015, a total 101 children were victimized
in political unrest. Besides, a total 4 children were subjected to acid violence in 2016.
Physical torture on children or beaten ruthlessly has been mounting in recent years. According
to BSAF statistics, a total 106 children were beaten in 2016, which is 17.78% advanced than the
year 2015. News papers report at least 90 children were subjected to physical torture in 2015
which was 1700% higher than the year 2014. In most cases underprivileged, street children and
working children were beaten/ tortured inhumanely in theft charges.
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Recommendations for Improving Child Rights Situation in Bangladesh:

In the reporting period BSAF has accomplished several consultations with relevant stakeholders on
child rights situations whereas the following way forewords were realized.
To Government:
l
A separate directorate for children in Bangladesh that is under process should be expedites as
well as ensures that adequate human, technical and financial resources are
allocated to the directorate.
l
Government should also set up a separate Child Rights Commission and Child Ombudsman for
proper realizations of child rights in Bangladesh.
l
Formulating Rules for the full implication and implementation of Children Act-2013.
l
Bangladesh needs to give a prioritized focus in improving the governance, implementation of social
safety networks and law & order to ensure child safety & security and ending violence against children.
l
Inter-ministerial coordination is recommended for successful implementation and proper
utilization of child budget in Bangladesh. All the ministries (directly or indirectly related to children)
and city corporations should have separate budget for children. Finally, Child budget should be
increased gradually and proper allocation and utilization by the concern ministries is needed.
l
Child marriage is now a prime concern of Bangladesh that requires strict law (there should have
no special provision for girls marriage before 18), strict monitoring by local police and
administration, abolishing drop-outs, making schools in charge for serving to prevent child
marriages, improving girls’ access to information about SRHR, and improving public awareness

29

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

about the health and legal consequences of child marriage.
Child labour is one of the major social problems in Bangladesh. Government of Bangladesh has
signed in Sustainable Development Goals in September 2015 and vowed to eliminate hazardous
child labour from Bangladesh by 2025. Therefore, a concrete plan/roadmap is necessary for the
implementation of SDGs.
Child domestic work is a wide spread problem in Bangladesh but there is lack of recent data
about this phenomenon. Conducting national survey on child labour in domestic work is
necessary to get present data/statistics to know the present scenario of this phenomenon.
Approved Domestic Worker Protection and Welfare Policy 2015 needs to formulate a Law for the
implication of it.
Hazardous job list of child labour declared in 2013 should be reviewed by government and
should include the child domestic labour into the hazardous job list.
Increasing the number of government safe homes is required for the rehabilitation of the street
children as well as providing vocational and sports training to these street/abandoned children
is essential so that they can become self-dependent and contribute to the country.
Strict actions and measures should be taken by the government to control child pornography,
child trafficking and child prostitution.
Strict monitoring mechanism by government is needed to stop corporal punishments at
educational institutions.
Speedy trial and execution of the verdict of the child murder cases is recommended by child
rights specialists for reducing child murder in Bangladesh. Child Rights experts also suggested
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l

death punishment of the rapists to decrease child sexual abuse in Bangladesh.
Bangladesh government should consider the issue of withdrawal of reservations to the UNCRC,
particularly Article 14(1) on the right of the child to freedom of thought, conscience and religion
and Article 21 on child adoption.

To Parents and Family:
l

l

l

l

In recent years, child murder and torture by families marked a tremendous rise. Families should
not neglect if any inharmonious attitudes like depression, anxiety, grief and drug addiction is
seen among family members, in that case taking mental treatment and consultation under
specialist doctor is a must.
Families have to be more awake about protecting children sexual abuse and exploitation by
pedophiles and perverts.
Awareness and consciousness of parents is very crucial for protecting children from unnatural
deaths by road accidents, drowning, lightening strikes and other accidental deaths like: falling
from tree, falling from roof and other accidental deaths while playing.
Families should give special care, attention and support to the adolescents for reducing fatal
decisions or suicide.

To Media:
l

News media should consider reporting more details of child victim of abuse and exploitation
include reporting of age, sex and follow-up of the incidents focusing to the violation of the UNCRC.
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Conclusion:
Bangladesh has achieved substantial social gains and notable economic performance in the
recent past. The Bangladesh government is yet to take sufficient steps to end to child murder;
sexual abuse and threats against minors and girls; child marriage; corporal punishment and prevent
injury, road accidents and drowning.
Therefore, Government needs to adopt an inclusive approach to eradicate violence and
discrimination against marginalized and disadvantaged children and ensure the implementation of
all legal provisions in full compliance. Government in this regard can deliberately involve
civil society and community, together with non-governmental and children’s
organizations, in planning, implementing, monitoring and evaluating all policies, plans and
programmes concerning to children’s rights.
Last but not least, Government will never be the sole responsible for individual child safety; rather
families have the most important role for ensuring the safety and wellbeing of their children. Families
have to ensure adequate adult supervision as well as work for creating an abuse free environment
within the society where the best interest of the children can be reflected.
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